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Goedehoop Colliery delivers critical water and sanitation facilities to farm communities in the 
Steve Tshwete Local Municipality 

Thungela’s Goedehoop Colliery handed over a new borehole and JoJo tanks as part of the mine’s 
Social and Labour Plan (SLP) commitments and ablution units to replace unsafe pit latrines as part of 
their Corporate Social Investment (CSI) projects. These facilities are both aimed at restoring the 
dignity of residents of Ward 4 and the Driefontein and Schoeman Farms, in the Steve Tshwete Local 
Municipality. 

Tman Mphokane, general manager at Goedehoop Colliery, said: “Access to water and sanitation is 
fundamental to healthy and everyday living. Without this infrastructure, communities cannot function, 
and families face enormous challenges. It is for this reason that we embarked on this projects that aim 
to improve the dignity, health and quality of life for residence of this community.” 

These projects were handed over to the residents of the Driefontein Farm to help with provision of a 
consistent water supply for surrounding households. Additional JoJo tanks were supplied at 
Schoeman Farm, with the municipality committing to ensure that the tanks are filled up going forward. 
Together, these upgrades will go a long way in improving the well-being of residents, contributing 
towards the Sustainable Development Goal of provision of Clean Water and Sanitation.  

It is reported that in the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, only 45.5% of households use flush toilets, 
but almost the same number, 47.6%, still rely on pit latrines. A further 2.4% use bucket toilets, and 
another 2.4% still use open bush areas for sanitation. Only 48.1% of households rely on water trucks 
as a main source of water – with a further 8.5% relying on bought or delivered water.  

The Steve Tshwete Local Municipality welcomed the project and acknowledged its contribution to 
improved basic services. “This investment is a meaningful step forward restoring the dignity of 
residents, improving hygiene, and safeguarding groundwater sources in the area,” said Councillor 
Mhlonishwa Masilela, Executive Mayor of the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality. “Access to clean 
water and dignified sanitation is fundamental to the health, safety, and wellbeing of our residents. We 
value Goedehoop Colliery’s partnership and contribution, which is sure to make a lasting and tangible 
difference to our communities.” 

“These facilities will strengthen essential services provision in host communities and reflect our 
support for socio-economic development in areas where we operate. This underscores our purpose to 
responsibly create value together for a shared future,’ said Tman. 
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Editor’s note:  
Thungela, which means ‘to ignite' in isiZulu, is a global pure-play producer and exporter of 
high-quality, low-cost thermal coal, with operations in South Africa and Australia. Our quality coal 
reserves and marketable production, positions us as a key player in the global energy market as we 
deliver coal through world-class ports, powering nations.  

The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from six mining operations located in the 
Mpumalanga province of South Africa, which consist of both underground and opencast mines, 
namely Goedehoop, Greenside, Isibonelo, Khwezela, Zibulo and Mafube.  

Thungela acquired 100% of the Ensham Coal Mine in Queensland, Australia, reinforcing its strategic 
geographic diversification objective.  

The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in Dubai underscores the company’s 
commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engagement with the international 
commodities market as a global coal producer.  

In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant, and 
a 23.56% direct interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s leading 
coal export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 91Mtpa.  

Thungela is committed to operating in a responsible way to ignite value for a shared future. We want 
to ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders and the 
communities where we operate. 
 
 

 


