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Thungela upgrades multi-purpose centre and supports waste management project in 

Mpumalanga 

Thungela’s Isibonelo Colliery has completed upgrades to the Emzinoni Multi-Purpose Centre and 
officially handed it over to Govan Mbeki Municipality, Mpumalanga. The R10.5 million investment 
strengthens the function of the centre as a hub for community activities, social services and public 
events. Upgrades to the main hall, office building, fencing, and paving have restored the centre, after 
damage left it in an unusable state. It is now fully operational and accessible to residents of Emzinoni 
and the wider Bethal community. 

Thungela contributed a further R2.1 million towards phase one of the development of the waste transfer 
station in Embalenhle, which will cover an Environmental Impact Assessment, geophysical studies, 
designs and technical drawings required ahead of construction. The project was identified during the 
municipality’s Integrated Development Plan discussions and is a significant step toward advancing the 
station. 

Edrich Welthagen, previous general manager at Isibonelo, said: “At the centre of these projects are the 
communities surrounding our operations. The Emzinoni Multi-Purpose Centre provides a shared space 
where people can gather, access services and participate in programmes that support social 
development. The work in eMbalenhle will help lay the groundwork for the construction of a waste 
management facility that will benefit households and create cleaner and healthier public spaces that 
will contribute to the wellbeing of residents.” 

These initiatives form part of Thungela’s ongoing commitment to socio-economic development in 
communities surrounding our operations, strengthening local infrastructure and improving access to 
essential services. 

Councillor Nhlakanipho Zuma, executive mayor of the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality, said: “The 
implementation of these projects underscores the positive outcomes of public-private collaboration that 
works. We are pleased to be part of a partnership that has played a key role in strengthening 
infrastructure, supporting service delivery and improving the lives of residents in communities within the 
municipality.” 

The upgrade of the centre was delivered in partnership with the municipality, Izigi Consulting and Venn 
Milford, together with other local contractors. Guma Holdings completed the work, creating 64 
temporary job opportunities and enabling subcontracting opportunities for 33 local businesses within 
the Emzinoni and Bethal communities.  
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Editor’s note: 
  
Thungela, which means ‘to ignite’ in isiZulu, is one of the largest pure-play producers and exporters of 
high-quality thermal coal, with operations in South Africa and Australia. Our quality coal reserves and 
marketable production position us as a key player in the global energy market as we deliver coal 
through world-class ports, powering nations. 
 
The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from five mining operations located in 
Mpumalanga, South Africa, which consist of both underground and opencast mines, namely 
Greenside, Khwezela, Zibulo, Mafube and Annea. Thungela owns 100% of the Ensham Mine in 
Queensland, Australia, reinforcing its geographic diversification strategic pillar.  
 
The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in Dubai underscores the company’s 
commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engaging with the international 
commodities market as a global coal producer.  
 
In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant, and 
a 23.56% direct interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s leading 
coal export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 91Mtpa.  
 
Thungela is committed to operating in a responsible way to ignite value for a shared future. We want 
to ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders and the 
communities where we operate. 

 
 
 

 


