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Mafube Coal delivers solar-powered boreholes to improve water access for Kleinfontein 

communities  

Mafube Coal, Thungela’s 50% joint venture with Exxaro, has handed over three solar-powered 

boreholes to the Kleinfontein farming community in the Steve Tshwete Local Municipality (STLM), 

Mpumalanga, benefiting approximately 147 residents. The R3 million water supply project includes the 

installation of borehole and solar power systems, pumps and water storage infrastructure that will 

deliver approximately 30,000 litres of water per day. 

Tamara Qwatekana, general manager at Mafube Coal, said: “Access to clean, reliable and affordable 

water is a basic human right and essential to human dignity, health and food security. The project is 

delivered as part of our Social and Labour Plan commitments aimed at supporting community 

development in the areas surrounding our operation.” 

“The infrastructure we have provided will supply residents of this farming community, largely made up 

of the elderly and unemployed, with a long term, safe and consistent water supply to support them and 

their livestock.”  

The project was implemented by Pulsar Africa, which was responsible for the installation of borehole 

systems and supporting infrastructure. Construction activities created approximately six temporary 

employment opportunities for local community members during the project implementation phase. 

The municipality commended Mafube’s investment, acknowledging the role of partnerships in 

supporting community development. Councillor Mhlonishwa Masilela, executive mayor of the STLM, 

said: “Collaboration between local government and industry plays a critical role in extending essential 

services and enhancing the living standards of the residents of STLM. Now that this community has 

received this infrastructure, we can direct our efforts to other areas without water supply.” 

Mafube Coal aims to continue working with local stakeholders to identify opportunities where 

investments can make a meaningful difference for communities surrounding the operation, way into the 

future. “This is in line with our purpose, to responsibly create value together for a shared future,” said 

Qwatekana. 
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Editor’s note:  
 
Thungela, which means ‘to ignite’ in isiZulu, is one of the largest pure-play producers and exporters of 
high-quality thermal coal, with operations in South Africa and Australia. Our quality coal reserves and 
marketable production position us as a key player in the global energy market as we deliver coal 
through world-class ports, powering nations. 
 
The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from five mining operations located in 
Mpumalanga, South Africa, which consist of both underground and opencast mines, namely Greenside, 
Khwezela, Zibulo, Mafube and Annea. Thungela owns 100% of the Ensham Mine in Queensland, 
Australia, reinforcing its geographic diversification strategic pillar.   
 
The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in Dubai underscores the company’s 
commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engaging with the international 
commodities market as a global coal producer.  
 
In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant, and a 
23.56% direct interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s leading coal 
export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 91Mtpa.  
 
Thungela is committed to operating in a responsible way to ignite value for a shared future. We want 
to ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders and the communities 
where we operate. 
 

 


